Is infection control in residential homes neglected?
We investigated the potential for cross infection during the cleaning of commodes in residential homes in one health authority in order to investigate why residential institutions are the commonest setting for outbreaks of infectious intestinal disease. Most homes used commodes, but half lacked a designated sluice area for cleaning them after use and in half soiled commodes were cleaned in bathroom or toilet washbasins, baths, showers, or toilet pans, creating a risk of cross infection.